MODERN   ARCTIC   EXPLORATION
fish, toads, insects, etc., are different branches of the
original stem. What we see of this tree to-day is only its
outermost branches, its twigs and leaves; but hidden by
this close foliage, twigs run into branches and branches
into greater branches, until we reach the primeval com-
mon stem of all.
But it is towards the understanding of just these
branches, which indicate the relationship between crea-
tures now extant, that the Devonian fossils can help us.
For some of these 'fish', well-preserved through millions
of years in the hard stone, were the basic types from
which numberless branches of the vertebrates have
developed. One thing in particular is intensely interest-
ing, and relates to the question how and when creatures
first came on land. The earliest beings were entirely con-
fined to the sea: limbless things whose only evidence of a
vertebrate nature was a single cord along the back. The
evolving of limbs with which to move about on shore, and
of quite different breathing apparatus, was hitherto one
of the most obscure points in the history of vertebrates.
It was on account of this that the discoveries in East
Greenland awoke such general interest, and the tale of
the Tour-legged-fish' was told in the newspapers of the
world.
The 'four-legged-fish* is a bad name for an extinct,
particularly primitive group of creatures called stego-
cephalae of which individual remains had been found in
deposits dating from the coal age. Now in Greenland
they were found in the far older Devonian period, so that
we had even more primitive forms, which would be a
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